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ispensable to Our Army

bed on which a division of troops, .
horse, foot and artillery, may cross.

Fortunately on their river and harbor
works the Corps of Engineers have
much experience in just this sort of
rough-and-ready fleld engineering—in
building bank protection and levees
along our great rivers and mafntain-
ing them in time of flood—in carrying
on the details of breakwater and jetty
building and dredging, in removing
snags, rocks and wrecks. Here ia a
broad fleld where the military and
civil work of the Engineer Corps are
of mutual value.

It 18 reasonably certain that the
average clvilian engineer has had little
If any experience in the construction of
pontoon or floating bridges, but this is
not so difficult that a good one who

In most phases of military work the
great demand is for speed and com-
. pletion at the cost of anything—
money, material and men—everything
but time,

Thus, if a civilian engineer had to
construct a bridge across a stream, he
would first estimate the required
strength of the foundations, the quan-
tity of structural steel he would have
to order, remembering that when he
was ready to begin aectual operations
traffic at that point could be held up
or diverted until the bridge was ready
for use.

A military engineer cannot think the
least bit that way. Ilis one problem
is how to get the forces to the other
side with the least delay, no matter
what the makeshift or its cost. If

there is a ford which can with a little has had some experience in military
labor be made available he will not training ecamp cannot quickly Ilearn
bother with the bridge at all. If there how to put one down.

The operation consists of placing in
position from shore to shore a line
of boats moored at right angles to the
direction of the bridge. They support
five lines of stringers, on which are
placed plunks to form a road bed. It
sounds like an easy thing to do, and so
it is—for men who know exactly how I3
it must be done under the particular
conditions of each case.

were a bridge which the enemy has
deatroyed he may, if the work of
demolition has not been done thor-
oughly, use all or some part of it for
the mnew temporary work.

If he cannot make anyvthing out of
the wreckage he may build on the
foundations. If there is anything
there which he can use to advantage
in crossing the stream, and he fails to

make use of it to shorten the time -~
of cumpletlon._ _he is not doing the * N
best that o military engineer cin 9% mue pontoons, or scowlike boats,
figure that they will be more needed weighing 1,600 pounds, are transported

elsewhere.

But he must f1se the means at hand,
for tomorrow, when hetter or less ex-
J pensive material may have heen
brought up, may be too late. He will
get material if he has to cut down
all the ancestral trees about the home
of his own ancestors.

by the engineers on WwWagon bodies.
They sometimes are moored one by one;
building the bridge structure from the
innermost pontoon to the next one as
it in turn is anchored in position.
When both banks are In position, the
be extended from each

* pontoons may
= = . % side until they meect near the middle T
In addition to this fundamental dif- of the stream.

BRIDGE IMPROVISED BY ENGINEERS FROM ANY MATERJFAL THEY CAN LAY THEIR HANDS ON. PUTTING THE MID-STREAM SECTION OF A PONTOON BRIDGE IN POSITION.

ference of method and “point of view"” At other times, depending upon the

Special Correspondence.

WASHINGTON, D. C.. August 25, 1716
HE engineers of the regular
army fn Texas and Arizona
have had to select the sites.
fay out and construct campsa
for the unexpected occupancy of over
a hundred wusand trooeps of the or-
ganized militia
Asg thes=e camps are to be more or less
pertnanent, the locations must be
healtl plentiful  supplies of
uncon v, of good drain-
nse, nilroads amd of
sirategic and military Importance.
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sioces of the most courteous treatment
accorded ecivilian visitors by the saflor,
buf rarely did she learn that the civil-
fan bore himself with the same unfail-
and politeness to-
Prejudice and
feeling between the two

classes were inevitable, and Mrs. Ellis

saw clearly that with each additional
« ¥ear the barrier was mounting higher.
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parts of the country's military history.

In war and peace one finds such
names as Lee, Heauregard., Joseph E.
Tohnston, Meade, Warren, Wright,
Iosecrans, MceClellan, Parke, McPher-

son, Humphrey, Newton, Goetihals,
Sibert and Gaillard.

Gen. William M. Black, the present
chief of the corps, after the

war was the engineer officer f -
ier izen. Ludlow, of c¢lenning up and
toring Havana, and later, under Gen.
Wood, of the Island of Caba. His pres-
en™ position, as chiel of engineers,
under the Secretary of War, invalves
the direction of all work in connection

with the mainienance and improve-
ment of rivers and harbors, and the
nilitary work of strengtheninz and
ending the coast and harbor de-
also of the organization and

t of the engineer troops of

eer eguipment
branches of
an annual

iy amd the enz
inds for all other
1 This involves
of 350,000,000
The m v engineer's functions in
time of war include constructivn and
repair of roads, railroads and bridges,
storehouses and hoss laving out of

the

exnendity

-

camps. field works, selection of lines.
permanent military works, demolition
and all kindred matters arising from

these duties.

The corps at present consists of 25
eommissioned officers, ahout half of
whom are engaged in the purely mili-
tary side of their work, a few are en-
gaged in both military and eivil engl-
neering and the remainder are now en-
gagad wholly in civil engineering.

*

% *

a5n

All officers are assigned at times to
civil and at other times to military du-
tie=. for this i= the best way to develop
the all-around engineer for both mili-
tary engineering and civil engineering
work, and that is what the army must
have. Most of this eivil work is done
in connection with the rivers and har-
which are under the jurisdiction
of the Secretary of War.

The military engineer staff officer
should take the responsibility of open-
ing the way for the army’s advance by
making roads, bridzing streams where
necessary. layving out and constructing
line= of defense. He must be in the con-
fidence of the commanding officer, =0
+hat he c¢an anticipate the general
moves of the troops, direct reconnois-
sances for the selection of lines of ac-
tion and gites for camps, and thus re-
lieve his chief of care and anxiety
about these very important details.

This involves, among other things,
the use of men expert in map making,
in photographs, in road and hridge
building, in military entrenchments

hors,

From the army and navy the civilian
expected protection, and yet to what
:xtent was this same civilian willing to
itect the hard-working army and
- men from gross unkindness,
harsh treatment and injustice?

It was while innumerable questions
f this nature were baffling her®that a

minister at the conve n mude the
tartiing tement th the 'nited
States Navy there were 53,000 men with
Inttie or no realization of rel . With
quietl. ready faith Mrs. Ellis that
a way might be shown by sha
~ould reach these forgotten men. True

inspiration seemed to be in the thought
that came Suggesting a provision of
mothers,

=
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Mrs 2llis then went to work in
earnest. She communicated with Sercre-
tary Idaniels in regard to her under-
taking. She told him that it was her

sincere desire to help and cheer these
lads the service of
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up to this time,

FEllis,
thinking this question over
to ler a momentous one;

tended to act—she
wrate

Mrs had been

It seemed
now she in-
wanted re Ehe
10 training stations and deten-
barrucks and secured (wenty-two
names. These she gave to women
who had volunteered gladly to act as
mothers to these boys.

These orphan boys and their newly
acquired mothers exchanged photo-
graphs and begun a brisk correspond-
énce to the delight of all concerned,
This was but the nucleus of
which has since proved to be
in its character and the
work,

Not until Mre. Ellis had obtalned fifty
mothers for fifty boys did she aftempt
& formal organization of the club.  Ax
the “Mothers’ Correspondence Club™ it
came Iinto being March 25, 1915, at the
Ellis home in Indianapolis. Mrs, Ellis
was elected its president, there were
fifty-two “mothers” and all were citi-
zens of Indignapolis, with the excep-
tion of two. Eince that time 212 hoys
have enrolled and there are 200 mothers
on the waliting 1ist.

This club, with its worthy missian,
adopted the sunflower as its emblem.
The center of this flower represents the
United States and its two rows of
bright petals represent the army and
navy. There are certain qualifications
necessary for all “mothers.”

Each volunteer mother is asked to
state her age, nationality and religion.

sults,

tion

national
scope of

and fleld fortification. He must also
select and move all supplies and tools
needed in the work which falls to the
engineer detachments,

The training of the civilian engineer
h#s much in common with that of his
military brother, wvet some of the
rough engineering expedients which
must he used in the army in the ter-
vifle pressure of war will he shocking
to engineering ideas of the civilian,
however hrilliant in his profession, un-
lesgs he hax had opportunity to learn
something of military operations.

-

W X
The civilian engineer's tralning de-
velops thoroughness and permanency

at the expense of time of completion.

the problems themselves are different.
Civilian engineers have erected mar-
velous bridges.
between Manhattan and Brooklyn,
cantilevers at Niagara and
Mississippl at St
of what they can do.
gineers, however, were ncver, in
probability, obliged to send men
the woods to cut down trees, frame
them into crude piers either
of a stream; stretch ropes mad
be, of hemp instead ol wire,
tops from shore to shore; fasten
these improvised cables rough hangers
and, attaeh to them the cross-pieces
supporting the stringers for the road-

Those same en-
all

on

t may

The suspension bridges
the
across the
Liouis are evidences

inte

side

ross the
tor

tide or the current, it is better to
construet sections of the bridge on the
pontons along the river bank, where
the engineers and their work may not
be so exposed to an enemy fire; to
swing the completed sections into the
stream and moor them as they dyift
into position. f
A bridge

properly conﬁtructeﬂ on

wooden pontoons will carry a load of
nine tons to each boat, and properly
put tegether is safe. But if there

should be a break the loss of material
would be serious and the delay might
be frtal, Hence the engineesr must make
1o mistake in his design or his method.
He must make allowances for rise and
fall of the tide, for protection against
drift or ice. The men must make no
mistake in construction. The parts are

A BRIDGE CARRIED IN SECTIONS IN THE ENGINEER TRAIN CAN BE LAID IN A FEW MINUTES.

It is alan desirable to know something
about her family, whether large or
small, its members, ete. A reliable
reference or two is also required. It
is essential for an aspiring mother to
have a Christian spirit, & good educa-
tion and a heart that abounds with
both love and sympathy for these boys.
Furthermore, these women must have
reiched mature motherhood and be
‘tly willing to take the club’s

VOW.
The vow pledges each member to the

followine:
ruling

“To let Jove and justice be
power of my life; to keep
and put into action my

: to give praise, encour-
agement and kindness while it is worth

while; to en 1o praise of others
without jealous retort; to be done with
fault findir -secking, but to

to face with
praise; to strive
1o Bave remove prejudice and
endeavor to uplift the moral standard
of navy and army; ta be a true mother
and correspond regularly with some

wee
eriticisms,

MRS, EMMA FERGUSON ELLIS.

motherless army or navy hoy in serv-
fee: to pray for each other and the
sailor and soldier each day; to promisa
to be a consistent, practical Christian."
Befure a mother is officially recognized
as a club member she must take this
YOw,

*

* %
The club’'s watchword is “mutual
help.” The dues are slight, but 50

cents a year, and are entirely optional
The club's expenses are small and the
money is Used mainly for stationery
and stamps.

The enrcllment of mothers and boys
would denote a gratifying desire on the
parts of both to get acquainted and
clalm the advantages “offered club
members. Mrs. Ellis states that of
the 2i2 men now recognized by the
club fifty have absolutely no family
ties; not even the remotest of tles can
he discovered for them. The ages of
these 212 range from
thirty-two vears, which shows that
even the oldest of this class of boys

seventesn to

has not become =0 inured to the hard
life, which i® commonly supposed to be
the sallor's, that he can not he touched
by the outreaching hand of genuine
kindness,

Of the 200 waiting mothers Mra. Ellls
Eays: “They are of all denominations,
and every state in the 1'nited States 15
represented.” . New York and Wiscon-

sin have more volunteer mothers than
the other stater, and of these two Now
York takes the lead with thirty
mothers. Mrs. Ellis' aohject Iz to make
a chain of motkers arcvund the coast

of the entire couniry, for it seems 1o
in thore parts that the prejudice
most keen and where spiritund
und the right home influence :

needed. If the work continues t v
crease as it has in the last few months,
and if enthusiasm continnes lo grow
at the rate it promises, this chain of

mothers will be complete before any
great number of moons have waxed
and waned,

*

*

it is evident that Ml
attracted not only a
Ine interest and warm
Elmer F.
communicates with M
ent ships come to purt there, Mrs,
then writes him the names of the b
on those particular ships
asked for the club's assistance in pro-
viding mofhers, and Prof. Connle in-
vites each boy to take a meal with him
at his home.

To an orphaned wanderer this new
contact with the warmth of a reazl
home means a new grip on life, P
Connle makes it & polot to, vis
these boys. If they are hiue he cheers

Connie,

who have

also

them; if they are in trouble he com-
forts them; 1f they have a probiem to
face he advises them: if they wish o

“lark™ he helps them get the right sort
in the right way.

Mrs. Ellis wants just another such
worker in Boston. The influen of 3
kind, broadly sympathetic, mature
wizse friend in the lives of these boys
i far reaching, its importance is in
estimable. Mrs. Ellis (8 asking f[or o

neidentally, that
eor,

volunteer, and states
all the work s velur

Her aim has remained the same from
the beginning, and she covers (he
ground of the entire work n her
enumeration of the four prim: needs
of the soldiers and railors. atul
foremost she feels that their lives cone

to Beam to many of them purpos 43
and dreary, and she expresses a deter-
mination to see that those lives are
cheered. After an interest is felt in
the wholesome things of life it is not
80 difficult to penertate that outer crust
which incases a soul.

Breaking down the prejudice which
exists so strongly between civilians
and these. workers of Unecle Sanm ls a
difficult task. Mra. Ellis here has not
only her motherless boys to deal with,
but also a powerful prejudice and false
impressions of years standing on the
part of a portion of the public to combat,

Mrs. Ellis says that she can conceive
of no hetter practical plan for break-
ing down prejudice than to seécure a

mother for each orphaned boy. 1f
these women become honestly inter-
ested, which they are bound to do,

they will fight for their boys and will
not allow them to be slighted, and in
this way unwarranted prejudice will
very rapidly be dispelled.

The last object recorded is uplifting
the moral standard of army and navy.
Each boy helped and lifted to a plane
of better, finer, cleaner living in-
evitably raises the standard a mite, and
a number of boys trained to a broader,

‘of

trighter, richer outlook on life raises

it ve lv.

It is nston = to note in case after
case how rE dly a warm affection
springs up between & volunteer mother
and her adopted =on. The first letters
set the ball rolling merrily, the photo-
graphs v all that is expeected of them,
arndd usu v the annual furlough, spent
at the home Of the acquired mother,
rounds out the g uaily developing
affection beautifully. These memorable
vacations have heen a garden spot
ki the life of many a boy. He thinks
nT his new mother with a fine grati-
tude and deep devotion that come to
he a4 rexl blessing in the many sterile
days that foll iy vacmtion.

To relieve 1 and monotony

put together with lashings, and every
part must be put in its exaet place or
a break is apt to follow. For such
work a specially trained body of men
is indispen=sable.

Another of the duties of the Engineer
Corps is to open and maintain roads
and highways for communications be-
hind the lines and for the advance of
the troops and their supplies. In such
work the civilian road bullder ap-
proaches more nearly the military con-
structor, especially on that work which
lies behind. the line, where permanence
is a greater consideration, and where
the nature of the work does not call
for highly skilled labor.

It seems hardly necessary to say
that the civilian map maker is better
qualified than the untrained citizen to
make a military map, and without any

military training the most important
features of the landscape, from the
military standpoint, might easlly be

omitted. Therefore, the clvillan map
maker needs especial training in this
work, but it will come to him much
more easily than to a novice.

*

* *

The duty falls upon the engineer of
laying out the camps. When this i1s a
permanent, or hase station, problems of
water, drainage, sewerage, location for
convenlent dellvery of supplies and
gimilar questions present themselves;
the location must be determined by
strategic needs.

The number of troops of every branch
of the service being known, the engl-
neer must determine the space required
for each, the location of latrines and
incinerators, and the whole command
must be disposed according to certaln
rules, 8o that an officer who is up to
his business can know at a glance
where each unit iz located.

In active campaigning the camp-lay-
ont is mot so complex; but it comes to
the engineers to select the locations
and {o establish the lines according to
the topography. If the position is one
which is to be held and the camp is to
be fortified, of course the engineers
make the plans and use their own and
all other men they can get hold of to
do the work.

In battle, the attacks are Ilaunched
or recelved from positions often selected
by the engineers, and by locations and
construction of those positions success or
defeat is aften determined. In such
fighting as that of western Europe the
men going into a charge carry their in-
trenching tools with them. These tools
are a little larger than =an ordinary
trowel and are used by the men at a
pause in the fighting to scoop out shal-

of the hard work on shipboard, or at
army post, and in their desire to light-

en the toil of these boys with more
than the kindest of wishes, these
mothers send many welcome little

presents, a good hook, some magazines,
a new picture of son or daughter, or
mutual
package of real, home-cooked food.

friend, and now and then a

* A
One thankful boy wrote Mrs. Ellis of
a scene with a friend of his. He had
received a splendid letter from her, and

permitted his friend to read it. The
zood fellowship and beautiful under-
standing revealed in that letter

sajlors with mothers.

low holes in the ground, throwing the dirt
toward the enemy. Into this trench thes
men crawl and have just that much pro-
tection from rifle and machine gun fire—
not much from shrapnel and shell

At the first opportunity, when the con-
flict has subsided, if the position Is to be
held, along come the engineer force with
thelr intrenching equipment—heavy
spades, axes, mattocks and picks. They
give new lines and, turn in all hands
available to dig trenches that will give
better protection.

These locations must be made with
skill. If placed too far behind a ridge, the
men within them may not resist a frontal
charge until the column tops the ridge.
If put on the brow they are exposed and
their fire may not be at the best angle;

BRIG. GEN. WILLIAM M. BLACK,
Chief of T'. 8, A. Enginecrs.
{Photo by Harris & Ewing.)

advantage must be taken of matural de-
fenses, but not if their position is reached
easily by the enemy, by reason of good
approaches.

The engineers give the proper revet-
ments to hold up the vertical banks in
the trenches and traverses in the line of
trenches to prevent enfllade. They throw
out the parapet of dirt excavated from
the trenches to give the most protection
to those behind them.

wakened something in the sailor’s cal-

loused young heart. He was complete-
1y broken up, confessed that he had
not written to his own mother for a
good two years, and begged paper so
that he might write her at once. The
subsequeht letters paved the way to a
jovfu! reunion between mother and

501. 4

A young soldier from a western camp
wrote Mrs, Ellis telling her that he had
read of how she provided orphaned
He did not have
her full address, but he was taking a
chance that his letter would reach her,
he to know if she

=0 anxious was

would also provide motherless soldiers
with mothers. He went on to tell
her that his own mother had died

In work of this character all are
pressed into the mervice: the specialized
men of the engineers making the meas-
urements, directing the gangs and par-
ticlpating In the work. In western Europs
the engineers have had the further tasks
of building bombproofs, dugouts and
providing running water and drainage for
the permanent trenches.

The foundation of the army engineers’
training is laid at the United States
Military Academy and at the country’'s
best engineering schools, and only those
men who have won the highest standing.
in their classes or who have shown re-
markable aptitude are appointed to the
corps. After a short time spent in fleld
service the young engineer officer is sent
for a couple of yéars to the post-graduate
engineering school at Washington bar-
racks for further courses in engineering.

*
+ *

Therefore they receive alternating
details to military and civil engineer-
ing duties, as this course has been
found to provide the best training and
experience to produce the best all-
around man in both civil and military
engineer. The civil work benefits the
soldler; and the soldier's experience,
training and discipline ald him in the
organization of the civil operation.

In addition to schools for officers
echools of [nstruction have been estab-
lished for the enlisted men of the en-
gineer forces of the regular army. One

at the Washington barracks may be
taken as typical of the course. They
have the general service training,
which includes care of arms, first ald,
personal hyglene, guard duty, equip-
ment for field service, camping, cook-
ing, night operations, swimming and
many other exercises,

Practical courses fit them for special
work, individual and collective use of
cordage and lumbering and excavating

tools, rowing and laying pontoon
bridges, bridge expedients, repairing
roads, field fortifications, fleld and

slege works. Special engineer train-
ing is given to selected men in demoli-
tion, surveying, map making, carpen-
try, blacksmithing, masonry, pipe fit-
ting, management of gasoline engines,
motors, searchlights and other practi-
cal subjects.

‘With training of this sort the work
of the regulars reaches the highest
standing; and with experience and
practice organized militia engineers
will be of great value in case a sudden
expansion of the army becomes neces-
sary in upholding the traditions of the
army engineers, & body which was con-
ceived and recommended by the Ameri-
;:antarmy's first general, George Wash~
ngton.

3oys,and Her Correspondence Club

when he was but two years old

His life had been rather a cheerless
one, and he confessed that he had
often wondered what it would be llke
to have a mother take a wholehearted,
healthy interest in his life. At the
time he penned his note he was station-
ed on a samall ranch near the Mexican
border, many mlles from a town. There
were hours of almost intolerable lone-
liness to endure. Ot course, Mrs. Eillis
readily found a mother to cheer and
encourage this nineteen-year old chap.
A few months ago Mrs. Eilis received
a letter from John W. Kern, senator
from Indiana, in which he expressad
his appreciation of her work and his
belief in its widespread and splendid
results.

Washingtons Crab Supply ls Diminishing.
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Generaliy speaking, it is thought that
the chief cause of the decreased supply
e the wvery extensive fishing
wliich has been carried on within the
past few years around these shores. No
attempt has ever been made to prepare
for the future's output by such means
artifieial propagation as sclentifie
fishermen now use in regard to that
other valuable crustacean, the lobster.

Winter as well as summer has seen
an uninterrupted pursuit of the hard-
shelled ¢rab: such persistent “crabbing”
could not he without the effect which
it 18 now beginning to show.

Particularly scarce this year are the
soft-shelled crabs. This scarcity can-
not, however, be aseribed to the general
decrease in the crab supply; on the
sther hand, neither can it be accountr
ed for at all. Summer. [s the true
molting time and the ecrabs usually
cast off their hard shells at this time
in great abundance. For what reason
they are holding tenaciously to their
ghells this vear cannot be said.

The soft-shelled crab is, of course,
the more valusble form of the small
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blua crab, which is the well known
edible variety of this sectlon of ths
country.

It i1s not a different species

but
has

people helieve,
n ordinary c¢rab which
outgrown its shell and cast it off.
The difference between it and its
hard-shelled brother is then merely one
of hours. The body within the sheil
grows large and splits open the casing;
it then pulls itself out of the shell;
this constitutes the transformation. Be-
fore the body has time to hadren it is

aof ecrah.
simply

As many

watched ecarefully and put aside to-
zether so that 2s soon as their molt-
inz takes place they may be hustied
off to market without delay.

Crab fishing cannot be confined to the
soft-shelled specimens; nor is it de-
=irable, for the hard-shelled crabs con-
stitute the greater part of the trade.

Ordinary crab fishing has assumed all
of the proportions of a dignified industry;

THE FESTIVE CRAB SHEDDING ITS SHELL, TURNING FROM HARD-

SHELL TO SOFT-SHELL.

(Photo by U. 8. Burean of Fisheries.)

grabbed up for. market and sold at a
much higher price than its unchanged
companions.
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The ecrab fishers, accustomed to deal-

Ing with these creatures, have learned
to tell by their appearance just when
a crab iz ready to shed its shell. The
“peelers,”

as they are called, are

in 1915
mark in Chesapeake bay alone.

summer
mouths of the Atlantic and gulf coasts.
The crabg come in from the ocean to
the brakish waters in great quantities
at this time, and are casily eanghi.

it reached the million-dollar

is carried on principally in the
in mearly all of the river
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In

the shallow places fishermen use dlp
nets. Chesapeake bay, during the sum-
mer months is crowded with fishermen,
nets and crabs; it provides an unex-
celled fleld for the study of the indus-
try. Owing to the differences in thre
depths of the bay at different places,
one can also observe the different
methods followed by crab fishers.

Familiar, indeed, to Washingtonians
{8 the sportsman who spends a day at
the beach, and, with hias string or hand-
line baited with meat, entices the crabs
into his waiting dip net. But his re-
turns are nearly always negligible, two
dogen crabs being considered a good
day's catch. Not so Is the luck of tha
professional fisherman, who fishes for
crabs and not for pleasure. His method
is calculated to bring a greater rcturn
for a less expenditure of energy.

%
* *

When crabs are caught at a moderate
depth in Chesapeake bay, often a crab-
pot—a network trap baited with fish—
or & shallow hoopnet is used. One boat
will carry about a dozen of these
coarse-meshed nets, which have their
bait tied in the center before they are
lowered to the bottom of the water, &0
that they will lie flat. As soon as the
fisherman In the boat thinks that some
crabs have been lured into the nets, he
pulls them to the surface so swiftly
that they cannot escape. They are
thrust into gunny sacks until the day's
catch {8 completed.

Trawls or trotlines are sometimes
used in crab fishing. These are from
200 to 1,000 feet long, with shorteg
lines bearing bait suspended from them
at short intervals. The fisherman keeps
close watch on these lines and dips out
the craba as soon as they bite.

Crab fishing appears to be a slow
procesa, but when it is remembered
that the crabs swim in from the ocean
for the purpose of feeding, it will be
seen that they are easy victims of the
tempting balt and that they bite one
after the other as fast &s they can.
The latest figures show that in 1915,
Chesapeake bay yielded over 15,000,000
crabs—a truly remarkable figure.

After the business of catching is ac-
complished, the fisherman weither pro-
ceeds to cook and pick his crabs—if he
has contracts to supply crab flakes only
—or to ship them alive to retail and
wholeaale city dealers. Crabs are packed
carefully and shipped to market in
boxes inclosed in wel grasses or sea
weed. The soft-shelled crabs are
packed with extreme care.

Owing to the abundance of crabs in
Chesapeake bay, Maryland lsads in the

(Continued on Fourth Page.)




